BUSY

McDonough Telephone Cooperative

2010 Directory
Now Available

Most subscribers should have already
received their 2010 McDonough
Telephone Cooperative Directory. The
2010 directory boasts all of the usual
great features: easy to read listings,
colorful and informative preliminary
pages, a handy reverse telephone number-
to-name lookup and the blue-tabbed
government section. For your conve-
nience, we include a section of video
troubleshooting hints and set top box
diagrams in the preliminary pages.

The reverse number look-up (the
section tabbed in black) contains every
number in our directory listed in numerical
order followed by the name associated with
the number. Have an area number on
your phone bill that you don’t recognize?
The reverse look-up can solve the mystery.

Our book is also available in its
entirety online at www.411mdtc.com.
White page listings can be searched by

LINE

clicking on the first letter of the last
name and narrowing the search from there.
The yellow pages offer more bang than
ever to advertisers. Click on a message
that says “See Our Display Ad,” and the
ad opens up in a separate window. If a
business lists a website in its ad, you just
click and you’re there! Some businesses

also list their email addresses for easy contact.

We're always eager to get your input
about the directory. If you have any sug-

gestions or comments, please contact us.

Why Use a PVR Instead of a VCR?

“ 7 ouw’ve had that VCR for years, and it’s long been your way of recording TV
shows that you wanted to save and watch later. So why make the switch to a

Personal Video Recorder (PVR)?

A PVR offers more features, greater flexibility, and higher quality recordings
than a VCR. Here’s how the two technologies compare side by side:

VCR

PVR

Records to tapes.

Records to built-in hard drive. No tapes required.

Can record High Definition TV programming but
playback is downgraded to analog quality.

Record High Definition TV programming with
digital quality playback.

Must record program before you can pause,
rewind or fast forward.

Allows you to pause and rewind live TV.

Recording is set up by time — not program.

Can be programmed to record recurring programs
automatically.

No record of what programs you've recorded.

Menu of programs you've already recorded and of all
recording events you have scheduled in the future.

Colchester, Illlinois

We're Coming To YOU!

Corner Café
119 N. Coal St.
Colchester, IL

Wednesday, April 7 « 7-8:30 a.m.
FREE Breakfast
We hope you’ll join us!

Calling JULIE Has
Never Been Easier

Spring is here, and you're anxious to launch
all of those outdoor projects you've been
planning over the winter. If you're doing
anything that involves digging, the firstitem
on your project plan should be to call JULIE.

JULIE, the “lllinois One-Call System,”
is one of 1,400 members of the Common
Ground Alliance. The members of the alli-
ance work together to produce strategies
for damage prevention. One of the results
of this collaboration is the designation of
a national 811 “Call Before You Dig” number.
By developing a single number —811 —that
can be used anywhere in the country, con-
tractors and homeowners will have an easy
job of it when they need to place a call.

When you call JULIE, be prepared to
provide your contact information as well
as specific locational data regarding the
site of the dig.

Locating services are free, but the
price can be high if you don't call first to
report a dig. It's safe, it's smart, it'’s simple
—call JULIE at 811. More information is
available at www.illinois1call.com.

@ MDTC

McDohough Telephone Cooperative

Colchester: 309-776-3211 or 838-640-4334
Lomax: 217-449-3211
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Colchester:

309-776-3211 or

888-640-43

Blogging Basics for Beginners

n simple terms, a blog (short for “web
log”) is an online journal —a place
to record one’s thoughts. But blogs have
the potential to become so much more:
entertainment sources, educational
tools, wells of inspiration, and even
communities.

A blog consists of entries or “posts”
on a particular topic. For example, say
you enjoy gardening. Your blog might
be about gardening tips and tricks for
others to try. One post might talk about
soil enhancements, while another might
discuss how to deal with pests. Each new
blog post shows up at the top of the blog
page (which looks similar to a web page),
so readers can easily find what’s new.

Blogging is fun because it allows you
to talk to the world and the world to talk
back. In addition to the information you
provide, a blog post contains a space for
readers to enter comments. Someone across
the country might ask you for advice on
the best types of tomatoes to grow on your
gardening blog. You might reply with
your advice, or create a whole new post
on the subject.

In addition to text, blog posts often
contain links, photos, and even videos to
help get the message across. A blog can
be on almost any topic, from politics to
hobbies to your inner thoughts.

Creating a blog is easy. Go to a free

blogging website like Blogger (blogger.
com), or WordPress (wordpress.com),
and follow the directions to get started.
Once you've started your blog, keep
these basic guidelines in mind:

« Stick to your topic. If you start to
stray, readers who like your topic
will lose interest.

« Consistency is important, so choose
a regular posting schedule that you
can comfortably maintain.

+ Keep your entries to around 500
words or less, and use bullets and
subheads for easy scanning.

You may never get famous by writing
your blog, but you will have the satisfaction
that comes from self-expression. And
that’s the biggest reward.

Coming to VOD for April

Title Studio Genre Rating
2012 Columbia TriStar Action PG-13
Ponyo Buena Vista Television Family G
Capitalism: A Love Story Starz Media Documentary R
Up In the Air Paramount Pictures Comedy R
Planet 51 Columbia TriStar Family PG
The Princess and the Frog Buena Vista Television Family G
Cheech & Chong's Hey Watch This | Weinstein Company Comedy R
The Men Who Stare at Goats Starz Media Comedy R
The Boondock Saints II: All Saints Day | Columbia TriStar Thriller R
It's Complicated Universal Studios Pay TV Comedy PG-13
Bob the Builder On Site: Skyscrapers | Lions Gate Kids-Family G

Lomax: 217-449-3211

The Perfect Comho—
Wireless With Local
Service AND a
Nationwide Network

Mi Cellular gives you the power of nation-
wide wireless coverage and the personal

service of a local company. Get dependable
connections and reliable wireless service
here at home and across the country. You

can count on value and convenience.

¢ Unlimited Nights/Weekends

¢ Unlimited Mobile to Mobile calling
(except 300 minute plan)

* Keep your current cellular number

* Phones and accessories available

Call Mi Cellular today
at 309-776-3211 or
888-640-4334. Stop in at @
McDonough Telephone
to see the selection of
phones and accessories
in stock.

cellular

Directory Additions

Crowley, Amy 776-3478
Dailey, Mindy 776-3611
Fawcett, Lessley 257-2586
James, Anthony 776-3771
Kitch, Scott 257-2218
Lehnhausen, Teresa L. 769-5227
Nall, Marvin 746-6187
Roark, Gene 449-3497
Smith, Ernie & Melissa 652-3179
Spittler, Carie 755-4348
Thompson, Brenda 456-3984
Watson, Wardell 449-3306
Webster, Wanda 456-3647

Lomax Office Schedule
APRIL 2010
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Days Open in Red * Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed for Lunch 11:30 a.m. to noon
April 15 - Bills Due * April 26 - Disconnect Day
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